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Future Defense Strategy of the Republic of Korea:
Issues and Challenges of “Defense Strategy 2050”

Hanbyeol Sohn

The ROK Ministry of National Defense established the “Defense Vision 20507
aimed at 2050, and selected key tasks to realize the vision through the “Future
Defense Innovation Initiative.” Strategy and implementation measures for the fu-
ture after 30 years have been established, and the government is actively preparing
for potential and non-tradition threats beyond North Korea, pursuing the con-
vergence of strategy, doctrine and military technology, and cooperating with re-
lated ministries and agencies. It is a core work of future defense planning as a
process of presenting future defense goals and innovatively constructing ways and
means to achieve the goals.

Various issues are expected in the planning and implementation of future de-
fense strategies. To solve them, the government should consider the linkage be-
tween defense strategies, military force building, R&D, defense structure, man-
power structure, and defense management, and step-by-step strategies according to
changes in strategic environment, ways and means, and available resources. It also
needs to be reorganized to simplify and streamline the defense organization. In
addition, future strategies should be implemented through appropriate evaluation
of threats and risks, concept of deterrence and response, analysis of operational
missions and capabilities, and verification of combat experiments.

Keywords: Defense Strategy, Strategic Planning, Defense Vision, Defense Reform,

Defense Innovation



