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Dictators’ Regime Stabilization Strategies and
North Korea's Neopatrimonialization
Jin—-Ha Kim

This article aims to explain North Korea's extraordinary regime persistence,
examining dictators' general strategies for regime stabilization, which are adopted
to maintain regime insiders' loyalty, the key element for strong regime resilience.
Instead of transplanting Soviet-type power-sharing institutions to construct a stable
single-party dictatorship managed by collective leadership, the Kim family used
to take neopatrimonial power-concentration strategies to establish a closed person-
alist autocracy. We can find a panoply of various neopatrimonial carrot-and-stick
methods for elite-cooptation and control in their dictatorial toolkit, by means of
which the Kims' regime has survived the a series of critical crises after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. Kim Jong-Un, the third generation hereditary leader,
has shown a notorious tendency to resort to taking more draconic and terrorizing
measures due to the chronic financial crunch, which makes it a tougher choice
to take buying-off tactics for elite cooptation. It could invite the fragmentation ef-
fects on regime cohesiveness.

Keywords: North Korea, Regime Resilience, Power Sharing and Concentration,

Personalist Dictatorship, Terrorization



