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(Narang 2014). 0|5 BEEHL % 29 7|23} 98438 21 9t k2 o] & sl}o
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9 XA R S et AR e R sk A4 A2 AL F
Eof sl A AAAG o Z HESHIt: 918 Aol Agd HEOZ o]
oA H7H FES Axohz =24 Aol HA|A =7] wjZelth. wEkA ol
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2021, 55-61).
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Common Pattern of Nuclear Doctrine Evolutions
and North Korea's Recent Concept of
Nuclear Escalation

lldo Hwang

By way of the declaration of tactical nuclear development at the 8th Party
Congress and the continuing short-range missile modernization program, the pre-
diction that North Korea would use its nuclear weapons as a war-fighting capa-
bility in the theater of Korean Peninsula is becoming a palpable reality. This evo-
lution of nuclear doctrine replicates the common pattern of the denial deterrence
& first use doctrine adopted by several nuclear-armed states, which face potential
enemies on land borders and whose conventional capabilities are inferior to the
opponents. These precedent countries have sought the possibility to countervail
conventional inferiority by lowering the threshold between conventional warfare
and tactical nuclear exchange as much as possible, while avoiding strategic nu-
clear retaliation even after their first use of tactical nuclear weapons. As it seems
salient that the North Korea’s nuclear escalation concept is also changing in a
similar orientation, the ROK-US alliance's deterrence strategy needs to be focused
on how to stymie the expectation of Pyongyang that the stages of tactical nuclear
use and strategic nuclear use could be insulated, on the bedrock of sophisticated
understanding of the country's escalation notion.

Keywords: Nuclear Doctrine of North Korea, Concept of Nuclear Escalation,
Tactical Nuclear Weapon, Strategic Nuclear Weapon, No First Use



