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INF Treaty and Arms Control on the Korean Peninsula:

Success Factors in Concluding the Treaty and its Implications
on the Korean Peninsula

Cheolkyun Park

This paper focuses on the historical process of about a decade from the mis-
sile crisis in Europe to the signing of the INF treaty and reveals the success fac-
tors that enabled the signing of the INF treaty. And it applies succuss factors to
the arms control on the Korean Peninsula. The INF treaty's success factors are
German Chancellor Schmidt's arm-to-disarm arms control strategy which was
based on his balance strategy, NATO's arms control policy decision, President
Reagan's ‘0 Option” under the coercive strategy, and Gorbachev's new thinking,
and confidence building measures among European nations.

The INF treaty constitutes structural arms control that has eliminated certain
weapons systems. Denuclearization consultation with North Korea on the Korean
Peninsula is in the same category. First of all, unlike Europe, the Korean Peninsula
and Northeast Asia lack multilateral confidence-building efforts, consultation par-
ties with North Korea on denuclearization have changed, the consistency of arms
control policies has not been maintained. Also arms control objects are asym-
metric, where NK's denuclearization is exchanged with the guarantee of NK
Regime and economic supports. Considering the lessons of the INF treaty, we
should be prepared in a gradual manner to ensure peace on the Korean Peninsula
through arms control for a long-term perspective.

Keywords: INF Treaty, Arms Control on the Korean Peninsular, Double-Track Decision,

Denuclearization, Missile Crisis



