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Awareness of North Korea’s Tourism Industry
Under the Kim Jong-Un Period Based on Studies

Hae Jung Lee and Seong Hyeon Kang

This study analyzes North Korean literature based on research questions on
how North Korea’s perception of the tourism industry changed during the Kim
Jong-un era. According to an analysis of tourism awareness, North Korea is pur-
suing a somewhat active and advanced level of partially open tourism policies.
The reason for the somewhat “active” analysis is that it recognizes tourism as a
major source of foreign currency acquisition and emphasizes it. However, it was
judged to be ‘somewhat’ active’ as related research has not yet taken up a large
portion of the overall economy-related research, the absence of the Framework
Act on Tourism, and the comprehensive tourism development master plan. The
reason for the analysis as an advanced level of “partial opening” is that the tour-
ism development zone should be separated from the domestic region, and no offi-
cial policy of allowing and fostering tourism-related self-employed businesses can
be found. However, it was analyzed that the ‘advanced level’ was partially opened
as 18 relevant economic development zones were designated, saying that only
tourism development zones were guaranteed preferential treatment and favorable
tourism environment. The study provides implications for analyzing the perception
and demand of North Korea’s tourism industry during the Kim Jong-un era to
look into future conditions for promoting inter-Korean tourism cooperation.

Keywords: North Korean Literature, Kim Jong-un Era, Recognition of Tourism

Industry, Tourism Development Zone



