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A Study on North Korea's Change
of the English Notation of “(Con)federation”

So Hye Park

The federal system, North Korea’s (re)unification plan, has changed its mean-
ing over time. North Korea, which proposed a “loose” confederation system in the
post-Cold War era, suggested at the 2000 inter-Korean summit that “low-level
federation” had something in common with South Korea’s official unification
plan, Korean commonwealth. North Korea said that “loose confederation” and
“low-level federation” have the same meaning, but the English notation of the
system changes from “confederation” to “federation.” As a result of looking at the
concept of “(con)federation” and ““(re)unification” of North Korea, what North
Korea labeled as “confederation” before the 1990s was aimed at “unification of
the system”, and marking it as “federation” from the 2000s was “reunification of
the people” to emphasize the cohesion. This interpretation can be said to be in
line with the context where the English notation of (re)unification in North Korea
changes from unification to reunification.

Keywords: Federation, Low-level Federation, Reunification, Unification, Confederation






