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Chinese Intellectuals and Political Leaders’
Understanding of the Nature
and Countermeasures of Economic
and Trade Conflict Between China and the US

Jung Nam Lee

This article examines Chinese intellectuals and political leaders’ under-
standing of nature and strategy of economic and trade conflicts between China
and the US and forecasts the direction of the Xi Jinping regime. China recog-
nizes the current conflict with the United States as an inevitable process follow-
ing China’s rise, emphasizing the posture of long-term response. In the academic
community, there are three views about the long-term phase of the conflict be-
tween China and the United States: First, establishing a new and more balanced
power relationship with the US; second, returning to Taoguangyanghui(i&):7¢
i) policy; third, maintaining strategic goals but seeking a tactical retreat for a
compromise with the US. In fact, the Chinese government is seeking to find a
way to compromise by emphasizing its role as a participant rather than a modi-
fier of the current US-led international order and stepping away from directly
confronting the United States. By doing so, China is trying to dispel US concerns
that China is trying to revise the US-led international order.

Keywords: Economic and Trade Conflict between China and the US, Power Competition
between China and the US, New Taoguangyanghui(})(.75#f) Policy,
New Forms of International Relations, Human Destiny Community






