
Europe suffered a severe economic crisis in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and it will continue to pull every string for economic recovery in the new year while 
managing a new phase of the public health crises. European Union is expected to work 
to restore the international cooperation system in keeping pace with the new U.S. ad-
ministration in the foreign policy aspect. Europe faces an important political event 
in 2021 for Germany’s September general elections, which will have a significant im-
pact on the future of the entire Europe. In this situation, South Korea’s important 
diplomatic mission is to keep a close eye on domestic politics in Germany and France, 
and to secure Europe as a partner and a leverage in the global strucuture of the U.S. 
and China’s confrontations. ✤
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※ Translator’s note: This is a summarized unofficial translation of the original paper 
which was written in Korean. All references should be made to the original paper.

※ This article is written based on the author’s personal opinions and does not reflect 
the views of the Sejong Institute. 


