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The Evaluation of the Value of the Yongbyon Nuclear
Facility as a Target of Denuclearization and the Direction
of Discussion at the Inter-Korean Summit

Sangmin Lee

Since the 2nd US-NK summit in Hanoi has ended without success, the im-
portance of the inter-Korean summit for the resumption of the denuclearization
talks is increasing. It will be helpful for the future of the Korean peninsula to in-
form North Korea of US criteria for the denuclearization of North Korea
accurately. It is also worth evaluating the target of North Korean denuclearization
based on CVID, which is the criteria of the United States, because what North
Korea wants to hear from us is the true heart of the United States. For the success
of the next inter-Korean summit, ‘the status of North Korea’s nuclear facilities
and the value of the dismantling of Yongbyon’ are meaningful at this point and
must be preceded by the process of negotiating the denuclearization of North
Korea. We assessed the value of the Yongbyon nuclear facility by analyzing the
evaluation criteria for completeness, verifiability and irreversibility of nuclear
weapons, nuclear materials, nuclear development facilities, and nuclear related
technologies and manpower. Also, as a part of efforts to promote the denuclear-
ization of North Korea at the inter-Korean summit, the need for peaceful use of
nuclear power and the provision of mobile smart nuclear power plants were
suggested.

Keywords: Denuclearization, US-NK Summit, Inter-Korean Summit, CVID, Yongbyon






