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Analysis of the 9/19 South-North Korea
Military Agreements from the Perspective
of Arms Control Concepts

Yong-Sup Han

For the first time in the inter-Korean military history, the September 19th of
2018 South-North Korea Military Agreement on operational arms control was
reached to reduce military tension and build confidence between the two Koreas.
The Agreement includes the establishment of a peace zone on land, at sea and
in the air, and some of its conditions have already been implemented as the two
states committed to do so, characterizing it different from the past inter-Korean
military agreements. Nevertheless, a nationwide and fierce debate is going on in
the South Korean society as to whether the Agreement is beneficial or harmful
to the peace and security of South Korea. Therefore, this paper intends to analyze
the true effects, shortcomings, and policy implications of the Agreement in light
of universal arms control concepts and European conventional arms control practi-
ces, and to seek supplementary and developmental measures in order to con-
tinuously achieve mutual confidence building as well as tension reduction in the
conventional military relationship between the two Koreas.

Keywords: CBM(Confidence Building Measures), Military Constraints, Arms Reduction,
The 9/19 South-North Military Agreement, Operational Arms Control






